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Information on Caution
	1. “Other Securities”


You may crave (ask) to offer “other securities” in lieu of caution.  This is particularly beneficial in low value estates where the guardian may be able to consign an equivalent amount of his own money instead of having to pay annual cautionary premiums.  Assuming the consigned sum is not required, this sum would then be returned to the guardian, with nominal interest, at the end of the guardianship period.  

	2. Cautionary Providers  


Marsh Limited
The Office of the Public Guardian has an understanding with Marsh Limited for the provision of easily applied for and reasonably priced Aviva Insurance UK Limited  Bonds of Caution.  To obtain an Aviva bond a form must be completed and sent to Marsh Limited, with a cheque for the first 12 month premium (table of premiums enclosed). Usually no other documentation is necessary.  You will receive confirmation that caution has been granted within a few days.
Click here to view the form for sole guardians and here to view the form for joint guardians.  The table of premiums can be viewed here. If you wish a form to be sent to you, contact opg@scotcourts.gov.uk  
For information: On 1st April 2010 HSBC Insurance were acquired, with agreement, by Marsh, the world’s leading insurance broker.    HSBC Insurance Brokers was subsequently re-named Marsh Limited. Aviva (formerly Norwich Union), the providers of the bonds brokered by HSBC, have agreed to continue to undertake business with Marsh, without any change of terms.  If you have any questions regarding the transfer, contact Clive Lissaman, Head of Legal & Protection Services, Marsh Limited clive.lissaman@marshbrokers.com
If you have any queries about the Aviva Bond of Caution, please feel free to contact Diane Partridge of Marsh Limited on 0207 178 4116.
There is however no obligation for you to use Marsh Limited.   Details of the other providers are:  
Royal and Sun Alliance Insurance plc
Royal & Sun Alliance Insurance plc (RSA) have been providing and handling all forms of Scottish Court appointments bonds of caution for many years.  They handle these from their Glasgow office.  

To apply, you will need to complete their Application Form, which can be obtained by calling the number below (this will then be posted, faxed or emailed to you). 
With your Application you will need to submit:

1. The Interlocutor appointing you and showing the required level of caution. 

2. A copy of the [summary] application to the Court seeking your appointment 

3. A copy of the Report required by 57(3)(b) or 57(3)(c) of the Adults with Incapacity Act   (these are headed AWI [2] Schedule 2 or AWI[8] Schedule 8).  

RSA has recently simplified the application process for these bonds and issue these bonds as fast as they can. 
Their current minimum premium for guardianship or intervention order bonds where a family member is appointed is £250 annual premium and their current minimum rating for such appointments is £0.25% on the caution amount or size of the Adult's estate. 
If you have any queries the Company provide a contact whose details are included below.  

Their address is Royal & Sun Alliance Insurance plc, 4th Floor, Alexander Bain House, 15 York Street, Glasgow G2 8LA. Tel 0141-285-8223 or Fax 0141-285-8358. Email:-  ewan.whitelaw@uk.rsagroup.com 
Zurich Global Corporate UK, Surety Division
Zurich Global Corporate UK, Surety Division is a subsidiary company of Zurich Financial Services, is a specialist provider of bonds of caution.  

To apply you will need to complete their Application Form which can be obtained, along with their Guidance Notes Leaflet, by calling the number below (this will then be posted or can be emailed to you). Alternatively, you may download these from their website – address below.  
With your Application you will need to submit:

1. The Interlocutor appointing you and showing the required level of caution. 

2. A copy of the [summary] application to the Court seeking your appointment 

3. A copy of the Report required by 57(3)(b) or 57(3)(c) of the Adults with Incapacity Act   (these are headed AWI [2] Schedule 2 or AWI[8] Schedule 8).  

The company aims to respond within 24-48 hours and in most cases is able to issue a Bond within 24 hours.  They do reserve the right to refuse to issue a Bond.  If you have any queries the Company provide a contact whose details are included below.  

Agreement in Principle 

Zurich Surety also offers an “agreement in principle” service.   This service may be of value if you would like to reassure the Court, at the time of application, that you will be able to obtain a bond. It also means you can get bond cover virtually immediately once you are appointed.  

To access this service you should: 

1. Complete their Application Form (they will accept a draft / unsigned copy at this stage) 

2. Submit with this a copy of the summary court application 

3. Indicate the anticipated level of caution (Sheriffs usually fix this at 100% of the estate to be administered, including heritable estate). 
4. Provide copies of the Reports required by 57(3)(b) or 57(3)(c) of the Adults with Incapacity Act, (these are headed AWI [2] Schedule 2 or AWI[8] Schedule 8) which you will be submitting with your court application. 

The company will then review your documentation. They aim to respond within 24-48 hours indicating whether, or not, they will be willing to provide a bond and on what conditions, together with an indication of the premium payable.  After your appointment, you should forward a copy of the final interlocutor to the Company on receipt of this the actual bond of caution can be issued, usually immediately provided the documentation / information requested at the time the agreement was issued has been submitted to them and there are no changes in circumstances to those indicated initially.
Contact: Miss Ayesha Asghar, Zurich Surety, Cypress House, 3 Grove Avenue, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5EG. Tel 01625 527 242  Fax 01625 549 499
Email: ayesha.asghar@uk.zurich.com    Web Address : http://www.zurich.co.uk/gsg
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