Case studies – How has ATF been used to help?
Residential care setting, family paying bills.

Jonathan has Alzheimer’s dementia and has resided in a Care Home in Aberdeen for the last 6 months so that he can receive the 24hr care he needs.  
Jonathon’s daughter, Liz, has not been able to access his bank account as it is in his sole name and has been frozen by the bank due to his incapacity.  As a result Liz has been paying his care home fees, personal allowance and purchasing his clothes and toiletries from her own money.
Liz became aware of the Access to Funds scheme and applied to OPG using the ATF(2) application form to access the necessary funds from her father’s bank account to pay his care home fees and personal allowance to the care home and also for additional money to purchase clothes and toiletries for Jonathon when needed.

Young person living at home

Scott is 19 years old and lives in the family home with his mother and father. Scott has a learning disability.  He has some personal funds in a bank account in his own name but he is unable to access them himself.  So that he can contribute to the running of the household and for his personal expenses, Scott’s parents, Mr & Mrs Anderson applied to the OPG using application form ATF(2) to access a certain level of  funds in Scott’s bank account for this purpose.
Mr & Mrs Anderson were able to receive funds from Scott’s account to pay for his food, contribution to utility bills, Sky subscription, mobile phone top-up, video games, clothing, cinema trips, pocket money and for downloading music and movies.  This eased the financial pressure on his parents and gave Scott increased independence.

Residing at home, debts accruing
Helen resides at home.  Due to incapacity she is having difficulty paying her household bills on time and debts are building up.  Helen’s close friend, Charlie, used the ATF scheme (form ATF(2)) to apply to access the necessary funds in her bank account so that he could ensure that Helen’s bills were paid and to settle the outstanding debts.
OPG authorised enough funds from the bank account to pay the mortgage, gas, electricity, telephone, council tax, clothing, food and household items.  A one-off lump sum was also authorised from her funds so that Charlie could ensure that the outstanding bills were paid.

Residing at home, organisation applies for Access to Funds

Agnes is an elderly lady with early stages of dementia and is residing at home with carer support, arranged by a Voluntary Organisation.  Agnes has no family that her carers are aware of and therefore there is no-one suitable to apply under the Access to Funds scheme to access the necessary funds from her bank account to pay for her day-to-day needs.
The Voluntary organisation has been approved by the OPG as fit and proper to act as Withdrawers under the Access to Funds scheme so they apply to OPG using form ATF(2) to access Agnes’ funds for her benefit.  OPG granted the organisation authority to access the necessary funds to pay her care fees, rent, utility bills, clothing and food bills.  A lump sum was also authorised to purchase a new TV and specially adapted chair and bed for Agnes to make her more comfortable at home.
Adult residing in a nursing home, with several bank accounts

Maria is an elderly lady with advanced dementia.  She was living at home with her son and daughter, but her deteriorating condition meant that she had to be moved to a nursing home for 24 hour care.   Maria’s son, Andrew, and her daughter, Sylvia, applied to access funds to pay for their mother’s care fees as well as for personal items such as clothing and toiletries.  A small lump sum was required to cover the arrears of care fees which had built up since Maria was admitted to the nursing home.

Maria had a current account in to which her State Pension was paid.  Maria also had a Cash ISA and two other savings accounts which were receiving a minimal rate of interest.  Andrew and Sylvia applied to close these three accounts and transfer the full balances to her current account.  This simplified their mother’s finances and meant that all of her funds were in her current account.
